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of the human spirit, and of human history respectively. The author 
takes up the most significant of the lines of argument which have been 
wrought out under each of these divisions, stating with brevity, yet 
clearly, each, and following this with a statement and critical estimate 
of the objections urged against each of the lines. In this way he calls 
attention to the positions which intrinsically, or relatively to the present 
time and to different minds, are, on the one hand, the stronger and, 
on the other, the weaker. If to some he may seem at times to sur- 
render what he ought to maintain, the total impression must be that 
he has been eminently fair and judicious, and has conducted the reader 
to safe and solid ground. The discussion, though brief, is thorough 

and instructive. 

Geo. D. B. Pepper. 

Waterville, Me. 



Zehn Fragen Ober dieWahrheit des christlichen Glaubens. 
Von Professor Dr. Bertling, Pastor zu Badersleben. 
Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs'sche Buchhandlung, 1899. Pp. 
156. M. 2 ; bound, M. 3. 

Dr. Bertling meets often with men, intelligent (many of them, 
indeed, university students), conscientious, even religious, who are yet 
hostile to Christianity. This anti-Christian attitude he finds somewhat 
dependent on " ignorance and misconception." To remove these is 
the aim of the " theoretische Erorterungen " which make up this 
book. These "discussions" touch concisely, of course, but carefully, 
and, we trust many will be able to add, conclusively upon such summa 
fastigia of our creed as these : spirit, God, the supernatural, revela- 
tion, Jesus Christ, the Trinity, and future life. 

The pamphlet exhibits everywhere a theological temper which may 
be described, to borrow an epithet from British politics, as " liberal- 
conservative." The author holds the distinctive doctrines of Christi- 
anity, and yet he regards the " Jonas- Wunder " as an exemplum fictum, 
the narratives of the "staying of the sun" and the "storming of 
Jericho " as extracts from contemporary poetry, and the account of 
Christ's "walking on the sea" as handled best in the non-committal 
manner of the fourth evangelist. To him the experiences represented 
by "inspiration," "revelation," "illumination" are not shut off in 
unrelated seclusion, but connected with the movements of our common 
spiritual life. To him, too. the prophet is not a being interjected into 
an unrelated environment, but one who, by the " geiibte Ohr" possible 
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to all God-possessed souls, can hear, amid the confusions of individual 
and national life, the harmonies of the divine rule, and the measured 
movement of the universal order; can hear just as the musical trav- 
eler finds upon the railway train the discords of his progress arrange 
themselves to "Melodien, die er in sich tragt," or in the noisy street 
catches strains of a distant orchestra, undetected by his companions, 
because the music " in seiner Seele klingt." 

We believe this brochure will fulfil the author's wish and " help 
forward the hesitant but earnest-spirited and truth-seeking doubter." 

Robert Kerr Eccles. 
Bowling Green, O. 

The Spirit and the Incarnation. By W. L. Walker. Edin- 
burgh : T. & T. Clark ; New York : Imported by Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp. viii -f 388. $3.50. 

The two subjects singled out for discussion by the author are of 
vital importance in the theological thinking of today. He treats them 
under four heads, "Biblical," "Explanatory," "The Person of Christ," 
and "Practical." Under the first head, "Biblical" (pp. 13-35), he deter- 
mines the distinctive thing in Christianity to be " the entrance into the 
world, through Jesus Christ, of a new principle and power of spiritual 
light and life called the Holy Spirit." The second section (pp. 39-176) 
deals largely with the biblical teaching on the Spirit and its functions. 
The first part takes up the impersonal influences of the Spirit ; the 
second deals with the Holy Spirit as personal, viz., as the real presence 
of God and Christ, enabling us to find our true life in relation to God. 
The thesis of the third section (pp. 179-346) is that God as Son 
became incarnate in human form through a process of self-realization. 
Christ is thus God as he has in his "person" of Son and through the 
Spirit gradually entered into and realized his divine life of sonship in 
the world. Thus Christ is truly God and truly man. The " Practical " 
section (pp. 349-78) applies the conclusions previously reached to 
modern questions. 

It is clear that the author has made a serious and helpful attempt 
to state these fundamental doctrines of Christianity in such a way as 
to make them acceptable to the representatives of modern culture, and 
any criticism must keep this fact in mind. That he has completely 
solved these problems for this present age can hardly be maintained. 
Touching its good qualities the book speaks for itself. Among its 
apparent defects may be mentioned the following: (1) In the 



